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Warns Vacationers of Dangers of Transporting Firewood into State

Concord, NH - With the approach of the Memorial Day weekend and an expected influx of visitors over the summer season, the Division of Forests and Lands, Forest Protection Bureau is combating the spread of an exotic forest insect by asking vacationers to refrain from transporting firewood into New Hampshire.  “The primary threat right now is the emerald ash borer—an exotic insect currently invading Michigan, Illinois and Ohio.  We don’t have this pest now and we don’t want it to accidentally move into New Hampshire.” says Philip Bryce, State Forester, DRED, NH Division of Forests and Lands.

Emerald ash borer is a small beetle, less than 1” long and bright metallic green in color.  It is visible from May to August. The beetle, which feeds in the tissue under the bark of ash trees can kill a tree within a couple of years and has claimed almost 10 million ash trees in Michigan alone. The signs of emerald ash borer include dieback in the upper branches; “D”-shaped exit holes in the bark and “S”-shaped galleries under the bark.

The spread of emerald ash borer has been linked with the transportation of infested firewood.  “The state is working hard to prevent this insect from attacking ash in our forests, parks and recreation areas.” says Brad Simpkins, Chief, Forest Protection Bureau, “We have alerted campgrounds throughout the state to be aware of the risk of bringing in firewood from out of state.  We’re encouraging the use of local firewood.”

Another forest threat that could be introduced through firewood is the Asian longhorned beetle which is currently being battled in New York, New Jersey and Illinois. 

More information and a picture of the emerald ash borer are available at: http://na.fs.fed.us/fhp/eab. To report possible infested trees, contact the NH Division of Forests and Lands, Forest Health Section at (603) 271-7858.

The New Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands protects and promotes the value provided by trees and forests. For more information about the New Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands and the work of the Forest Protection Bureau visit www.nhdfl.org or call 602-271-2214.
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