Pisgah State Park Steering Committee

May 11, 4-6 pm

Public Comment -
PUBLIC COMMENT in summary form

Julia Farrar – Ashuelot - 

The public comment from the December meeting was not included in the minutes. 

Ken Desmarais – 

"We produce two documents now – one is the official document: findings, decisions and actions. The 2nd document is less official and includes the general information, but we never do a transcript." 

Question – is there information on line prior to the Steering Committee

The parks information that Chris presented will go online

Jeff Scott – the (Parks and Recreation) 10 year plan -  

Mentioned sorting out the parks in three different categories – is that something that’s going to be done still 

Ken Desmarais and Chris Gamache noted that it wasn't something they could answer, and would best be asked of the Parks and Recreation department staff. 

Representative Carr – Regarding recreation and enforcement 

This has been a long-term issue – 

It doesn’t seem that there are any guidelines for measuring adequate enforcement – 

The grant to the police dept. Etc. may seem like a solution – but it may not be enough

 It seems like the enforcement capability would impact the kind of recreation that would be appropriate

Chris Gamache – It's not just a recreation issue - the adequacy of enforcement goes well beyond the park boundaries, a lot of times the enforcement is self policing.  – 

Occasional badge enforcement is often more effective 

Don Kent – It may be that tracking the phone calls and the number of phone calls – and complaints – may be a metric that can itself be used to see what the level of the issue is

Matt Edson – re: field reclamation

Will there be money to maintain the fields – 

Inge Seaboyer – Doolittle field – 
When we say field – we mean “old field” – we’ll work toward maintaining shrub 

Every two – three years knock it back and then allow it to go to shrub

Jim Oehler– often with brushhog – 

Matt Edson– so will the brontosaurus be used?

Jim Oehler– 1st do the reclamation and then maintain it – 

Inge Seaboyer - bringing in the brushhog and brontosaurus

Laurel Powell 

Will the type of cut that’s done be similar to the 1st cut in terms of the care that was taken for the surrounding trees?

Inge Seaboyer –The 1st cut was done with a cut to length harvester and a forwarder

That type of equipment isn’t good for removing the slash – 

For the field restoration – it will be whole tree, pulled out with skidder

But the lay out of the cut will be carefully done 

Feller buncher equipment – can take a lot of care and it will be done in dry or frozen 

conditions

Jeff Scott – to Chris Gamache – 

Did you say that there would be a through road?

If so who would maintain it? Clean it? Etc. 

Chris Gamache - that idea would be part of the alternatives discussion 

Jeff Scott – Iron Ranger – what’s the status – 

Chris Gamache – Division of Parks is discussing it –
Ms. Farrar – considering the lack of enforcement – would you consider less ATV’s?

Chris Gamache – It’s a consideration – if so – then would there be less hiking trails too?

Ms. Farrar – how much damage do hikers do?

