Conservation and Management - It’s for the Birds!

2012 Cottrell-Baldwin Environmental Lecture Series 

Caroline A. Fox Research & Demonstration Forest, Hillsborough, NH

A (Boat) Trip Through Time With the Birds of Lake Umbagog

Speaker: Bob Quinn, Merlin Enterprises Eco-Tours

Tues, March 13th.  7 to 8:30 pm

Lake Umbagog is one of the wildest, most bird-rich, areas in all of northern New England. Its avifauna was first chronicled by renowned 19th century field ornithologist, William Brewster. Naturalist, Tudor Richards followed with advocacy for protection of the wildlife habitat in the unspoiled region. Bob Quinn will share the dramatic scenery of this remote area and talk about some of the fascinating changes in Lake Umbagog’s bird life over the last 130 years. The focus of the program will be on the Lake Umabgog National Wildlife Refuge and its efforts to protect this dazzling northern lake and the surrounding forests.  

Habitat Management for Birds and Biodiversity

Speaker: David King, Research Wildlife Biologist, USFS Northern Research Station, Amherst MA
Tuesday, March 20th. 7 to 8:30 pm
Many bird species are declining and require habitat protection and management for their numbers to persist. This is especially true for disturbance dependent species.  Landowners and natural resource managers play crucial roles in managing farmlands, forests and wetland habitats to maximize avian diversity and to protect special habitat features within these habitats. David King will discuss trends in early-successional habitats and the species which depend on them. Learn about the ecology of birds adapted to specialized habitat provided by young and other wildlife species. David will share how these requirements inform conservation and land management priorities.

The State of Birds: How You Can Help N.H. Bird Populations.

Speaker: Pam Hunt, Avian Conservation Biologist, Audubon Society of New Hampshire

Tuesday, March 27th. 7 to 8:30 pm

Avian Conservation Biologist, Pam Hunt works to coordinate and prioritize bird research and monitoring in the state. The recent “State of New Hampshire’s Birds: A Conservation Guide” cites current population trends by habitat types, the challenges and specific actions you can take to sustain avian diversity in the Granite State. Pam will share some current trends and primary threats as well as non-habitat threats and concerns from beyond our borders to long-distance migrant birds during their non-breeding seasons.

Fox Forest Birding:

Early Migrants Arrive in Hillsborough.

Leader: Diane DeLuca, Senior Biologist, Audubon Society of New Hampshire 

Sat., April 28th. 8 to 10 am 

Meet at Fox Forest Headquarters to join Diane DeLuca for this early breeding season guided walk at Fox Forest to search for early migrant birds. This hike will visit the west side of Fox Forest going through a number of habitat associations including wetlands and early succession forest.  Learn about habitat needs, breeding behavior, plumage and songs as the early migrants return to our forests!
